THE NEW GEREALOSY
¥TS"ENLARGED FIELD OF 5T0D

W Sclence May/Help
. o Help Ouraelves. .
[From au Address at the Cith Appiversary o
New Ei tstoric, Guucnloglst So-
e e e K boiou. Tristed 1a
Boston Tragaeript.

Genealogy tourhes life in its most mo-
mentous relations, Why, then, does uot
our_subject appenl more strongly to schol-
ars? Why js 5‘{ ‘pot more often called a
seience? I think we can apswer this by
¥pying that gepealogy as It is customanly
studicd or dereloped does Dot closely ally
fields of serio

dtself witl
B G is weak.

How Genealogy

i s
the authropologist, or the sociologlst, it
wust contribute somiething to the kel
ences into which these men delve.
every true science contribute to
every other true science, Gnneula;sn lmu
tle perhaps to make people better. Bat
In 80 far au 1t mercls, coniributes to van-
ity and self-satisfaction it is uoworthy
to rapks s a science. L
Our subject comes mearest to doing ils
duty woribdy in fts ulliance with his-
3. A fen fomily books tell of politi-

wmsion? & large lbrary frequently re-
Letres books amd uewspapers early
date which bear familiar nawes written
on the fiylenf or margin. Our aucestors,
herefore. did have their books and pu-

s. Dues a gencalozy mcention what

ols long ago members of the famnly
onaed, o d ss _they sat ahout the
Learth in _the fitful light of evening? Here
are subjects for research. “itles of
carly hooks and by whom owned,” Titles
of early nenspapers ami their subscrib-
ere” Shall ne not some day find a zreat,
sreat-grandson who will take more pride
in the fact that hiv log-cabin ancestor
owned & copy of “Paradise Lost” than
that he fought at Louwisburg’ )

It, wonld be of value to the student it
he could find iu a gencalogy much about
early customs aud methpds of work

ce,

& and in rexping, the work of the middle
man n busing and secling catlle—thear
are subjects on whick fawily papers throw
light. o the studebt of economics they
are of value. It he finds his facts sumy-
martized in & family history and 1s ot
forced to seatch for them hfmself, genea-
Iogical study has become the handmaid of
economics, and is a seience,

In very fon of our volumes have I secn
any etaiement in regard to the domestic
ufe of the people who are recorded i
the family book. The average reader lo-
day does mot stop fo think that Jeremiah
and Samantha, Seaborn and 3lind-well
settled dowm to married life with comns
meal instead of white flour, pork instead
of ', cider insteng of coffee, and the
all-useful Lnife wstead of a fork. Does a
genealogy mention under the proper Ren-
eration the coming jnto use of white suzar,
the introduction of the Irish potato, the
stove and the carriage, or the craze for
the growing of fax und the founding of
the Boston spinmng sclinl? These events
infiucnced the Ines of our anvestots. 1In
short, are we genealogists wrting the lives
of people or are ne copyiog records?

teneuiogy, agaiu, owes a debt o am-
isopology and to sotiviegy, What is the

effect of cuvirenment on bfe? It is seid
that the second geveration on American
soil suffered trom the struggle o «ubsml

2t 1, 3t Was neaher and less well edu-
cated. The hstonan of a famous New
Lnziand stock wrete that the men of thia
sevond generadon, hinng in hardsltip aud
privation, 3l died early from the excessine
use of alwholic liquor. The autbor at
least was frank in bis desire to picture
the hfe of his ancestors. most of vur
family histories expected ng fo assume that

re reading the hres of the saints.

Tne great contribotion which we can
make to scieuce i9 along the Jine of hered!-

Where 5o surely may the stadent ex-
¢ to find his bas'c fadts a9 in the family
tor3?  And yet be biographical dic-
tionary is almost his sole relianee, althoush
this source gves him o picked class oaly
on whith to iase his_conclusions. If be
had half a dozen scientifically prepareq
xencalogies, desenbiug old stock, what a
mine of infornlition would be his! Ope
good family the Jonathan Edwards live—
and several of o tnminal bent bave been
described o houks, Dut pot Ly a famly
bistorian. In order that we may write a
Dplrasant genealogy are we to omit all that
Tuight the student of heredsty ? 1f your
family is cowpased of saints, add fo the
stmly of aaims by wnting a scentific gen-
etlogy of them. If it is not, spare” your
parents, it you must be filia] to the polur
of (anorizing them, but do not canonze
the whola famlly.

In the study of the factors which go to
make up environment there is comfort in
the conclusions reached by Mendel, the
great Adstrisa monk whose researches are
Dow the only sure foundations which ne
bave for the study of beredity, His dis-
ciple Bateson says that “whereas our ex-
petience of what constitutes the extremes of
unfitness is fairly reliable and definite.”
#0 that sotiety may work to eliminate the
uafit straios, “any attempt fo distingulsh
cerlam strains as superior and to give
#pecial encouragement to them would be
unsafe. since we bave as yet 50 little to
guide va o estimating the qualities for
which society has or_may have a use.
elusite is the onmgin of what we call
Pnins!™

Few books of the kind we have under
review speak much of physical inheritances.
At every point I find that scientists differ
2s to the signifiennie of the facts thus far
made arailable. perhaps because wo little
evidence js el you Bud long
Jines of descent bearing light hair and blue
eves, with other lines eyes and
hair? In England the upper claskes tend
to lizht halr and eyes. Doee it follow that
85 stock Improves throngh several genern-
tiong the color of hair and eyes tends to
lightent 1 fear yo family history can
tell us.” Do certain diseases run io certain
Lines? Is it motifor us to furnish much
of the materia) for which science calls i
the further study of these prohlems? In
Rateson's work on Mendel's principles of
beredity, published at Cambridge, * Eng.,
this year. you will find a seriex of questions
10 be answered by a study of famifies. A
man wha ix color-blind hag, we will say.
2 normal gister who marries, It is enid
to be ap even chance whether auy of her
children will be color-blind at all; but if
they are. then the sons will he color-blind-
and-oormal in equal numbers, and her
daughters will all.be normal.

Again, a color-hlind man marries a vor-
al woman, and the chiklren will show
20 trace of ihe defect. Hut If we reveré

-the conditions, anil the man be normal and
the wife color ‘bliml, the nons will all e
eolor blind. and the daughters, while &
pormal, will Te capsble of transmitting
color blinduess to the next generation.
When scientlsts are enunclating sich (he
ories, is it not for us to apply them, to
reafiom what proves to be {ruth and to
put a stop to error? |

e law of heredity Iaid down by Gal
ton and partially confirmed by observation
sbould interest every senealogist. Ife says
that Lalf of the sum of our inheritance fs
from our parents and ene-fourt) from enr
Neyerthelen~slicht as the

& S“"i ek tack of\ one's’

prangparedts.’a woolly Real ot a deformed
‘hand may reappear in ra
D

r 8 X ting for;
teg centurien, This 3; Trac eePmay

look for the

{fn{n;uuuof -3 tllul;uhle. joberitance
rongh uany geapratibne. > ..y 2l
“This toasuision of Labity‘aul inéntn]
endowienty mnr—’}vrm : -puterest to
every ouc of ui ‘The:Paritnn,is called
sober-minded and hatds, the Scotchman
nitty aud thrifty, the Irish emigrant
adaptable aud ambitlons, These and other
couceptions of race rm“url(y seeny sure.
What, then, of the jnheritance
dividual? It seewn that the average fau-
Uy iu Kogland coosists of about fve chil-
dren, nlthough sowie statistics put the
number as luzh ay sit, In fauilles vhere
tLere Is abuormal nbility the average nuw-
ber of chil tises from six to seven:
The awe tendency to raise the average
is observable in criminal stock, also, shons
fog that genjus aud degenerncy appear to
be’allied, and that size of faniily may be
significant. Has any ;rnu]oflut ever
found the average size of fomily in bLis
k aud then examined those “childrei
where the family group exceeds the normal
to see whether the group tendency is to-
ward, pening or degeneracy?

Agdin, the oldest child has a much great-
er likelibood of & distinguisbed career tha
Lis brothers and sisters. Nest to him“ia
importance comes the soungest ‘child. Is
1his theory, which is deduced
the, great English Dictiona
Biography, true in New Eogland? |

Statistics weem fo indicate that’ abillty
is demoeratic. It goes to the man who
uses hix hands almost as often as to the
lawyer to bestow ita laurels, oftenet indeed

b e army or to the:

from livesin
of National

ability, says Havelock Elis, have been
the church and trade. What changes wit
our new environment bring forth. The’
church Do longer seems to dominate the
town, and trade, once the cherished voca:

tion of the proud squire’s younger sop, is
now less admired, Are the law and medi-
cioe to hove their day in nurturing the
world's Jeuders?

We who are here this evealng have a
right to be interested i the distribution
aud inheritance of ability, for Johu Win-
throp's company with many others of our
early ancestors came' from Norfolk and
Suffolk, the east county laud of Eugland,
which has produced wmore great ‘men than
lu{ othbr part of the British ixles.

n_trylog to set for ourselves " Mizlier
standard of geneslogical excellence, we do
Dot forget. 1he splendid work that has Ixen
done, (ienealozy bas been a blessing wrer-
ever its Infinence one. 1t makes for
accuracy and order.
ressoning, It has raised up_in evefv oty
and frontier tons an eazer advocate for the
Teservation of Tecords, so ihat vohumes
that once lay neglected are now in £rod re-
pair sud secure against fire. The old honse
zoing to decay receives 2 new covering
shingles because a study of old recondy re.
veals its part in bistory. Gepealozy bri> gy
back to |£: Lilltown the city danghter, rev-
erencigg the old surroundings, and eazer to
save memorials of her ancestral day» from
dentruction. -

To know of right living in our ancestors
encourages 18 to bigher ideals. Ta leirn of
ancestral weakness ‘or us
to work intellizently to mercome urfortu-
nate inheritances. Genealofy as & woionce
helps ue, therefore. to erﬂmlnel-- But
it must *aleo aid workers i other
science 10 belp the race to which

long. 3
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